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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

1. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of matter, or 
any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the conditions and 
requirements of this title. 

2. Claims 1-8 and 14-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. The claims do not recite a practical application by 
producing a physical transformation or producing a useful, concrete, and tangible result. To 
perform a physical transformation, the claimed invention must transform an article of physical 
object into a different state or thing. Transformation of data is not a physical transformation. A 
useful, concrete, and tangible result must be either specifically recited in the claim or flow 
inherently therefrom. To be useful the claimed invention must establish a specific, substantial, 
and credible utility. To be concrete the claimed invention must be able to produce the same 
results given the same initial starting conditions. To be tangible the claimed invention must 
produce a practical application or real world result. In this case the claims fail to perform a 
physical transformation because the claims are directed to operating on data. The claims are 
useful and concrete, but they fail to produce a tangible result because the generated response is 
never presented to the user or another program or saved to a disk for later use. 

3. Claims 14-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is directed 
to non-statutory subject matter. The applicant's invention appears to be directed to a system that 
is made of only software instructions. Software instructions cannot be fit into one of the four 
categories of invention and therefore this claim is not statutory. Software instructions are not a 
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series of steps or acts and thus is not a process. Software instructions are not a physical article or 
object and as such is not a machine or manufacture. Software instructions are not a combination 
of substances and therefor not a composition of matter. 

4. Claims 18-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is directed 
to non-statutory subject matter. In paragraph 0020 of the specification the applicant has 
provided evidence that the applicant intends the medium to include transmission signals as such 
the claim is drawn to a form of energy. Energy is not one of the four categories of invention and 
therefore this claim is not statutory. Energy is not a series of steps or acts and thus is not a 
process. Energy is not a physical article or object and as such is not a machine or manufacture. 
Energy is not a combination of substances and therefor not a composition of matter. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

. (b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

6. Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Redmond et al. 
(U.S. patent application publication No. 2002/0095401 Al). 

As to claim K Redmond et al. teaches a method of tracking data, the method comprising: 
receiving a request from a client, wherein the request includes a tracked data item (see 
paragraphs 0040-0041); 
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selecting a handler based on the tracked data item (see paragraph 0042); 
obtaining response data from a data application based on the tracked data item (see 
paragraph 0050); and 

generating a response based on the response data using the handler (see paragraph 0055- 

0056). 

As to claim 2, Redmond et al. teaches further comprising providing the response to the 
client (see paragraph 0056). 

As to claim 3, Redmond et al. teaches wherein the selecting step is further based on the 
client (see paragraph 0044). 

As to claim 4, Redmond et al. teaches wherein the obtaining step includes: 

retrieving a trackable object associated with the tracked data item (see paragraph 0042); 

and 

providing the trackable object to the data application (see paragraph 0045-0047). 

As to claim 5, Redmond et al. teaches wherein the obtaining step includes: 
retrieving at least one measurable objective associated with the tracked data item (see 
paragraph 0035 and paragraph 0040); and 

providing the at least one measurable objective to the data application (see paragraph 

0040). 
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As to claim 6, Redmond et al teaches wherein the generating step includes: 
obtaining format data based on a response format (see paragraph 0041); and 
formatting the response data using the format data (see paragraph 0043). 

As to claim 7, Redmond et al. teaches wherein the format data defines a predefined 
tracking standard (see paragraph 0042). 

As to claim 8, Redmond et al. teaches wherein the generating step includes: 
obtaining client data based on the client (see paragraph 0050); and 
formatting the response data using the client data (see paragraphs 0050-0052). 

As to claim 9, Redmond et al. teaches a method of tracking data, the method comprising: 
receiving a request from a client, wherein the request includes a tracked data item (see 
paragraphs 0040-0041); 

selecting a handler based on the tracked data item and the client (see paragraph 0042); 
obtaining response data for the tracked data item from a data application (see paragraph 

0050); 

generating a response based on the response data using the handler (see paragraph 0055); 

and 

providing the response to the client (see paragraph 0056). 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/734,038 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2164 

As to claim 10, see the citations directed to claim 4 above. 
As to claim 1 1, see the citations directed to claim 5 above. 
As to claim 12, see the citations directed to claim 6 above. 
As to claim 13, see the citations directed to claim 8 above. 

As to claim 14, Redmond et al. teaches a system for tracking data, the system comprising: 

at least one handler for processing a request that includes a tracked data item (see 
paragraphs 0040-0042); and 

a management system for receiving the request from a client and selecting one of the at 
least one handlers based on the request (see paragraph 0042); 

wherein the selected handler obtains response data for the tracked data item and generates 
a response based on the response data (see paragraphs 0050 and 0055-0056). 

As to claim 15, Redmond et al. teaches further comprising a data application for 
providing the response data to the selected handler (see paragraph 0056). 

As to claim 16, Redmond et al. teaches further comprising a client system for providing 
client data based on the client (see paragraph 0044). 



As to claim 1 7, Redmond et al. teaches further comprising a format system for providing 
format data based on a predefined tracking standard (see paragraph 0042). 
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As to claim 1 8, Redmond et al. teaches a program product stored on a recordable medium 
for tracking data, which when executed comprises: 

program code for receiving a request from a client, wherein the request includes a tracked 
data item (see paragraphs 0040-0041); 

program code for selecting a handler based on the tracked data item and the client (see 
paragraph 0042); 

program code for obtaining response data for the tracked data item from a data 
application (see paragraph 0050); 

program code for generating a response based on the response data using the handler (see 
paragraph 0055); and 

program code for providing the response to the client (see paragraph 0056). 

As to claim 19, Redmond et al. teaches further comprising: program code for retrieving at 
least one of: 

a trackable object and at least one measurable objective associated with the tracked data 
item (see paragraph 0035); and 

program code for providing the at least one of: a trackable object and at least one 
measurable objective to the data application (see paragraphs 0035 and 0040). 

As to claim 20, Redmond et al. teaches further comprising: 

program code for obtaining format data based on a response format (see paragraph 0041); 
program code for obtaining client data based on the client (see paragraph 0050); and 
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program code for formatting the response data using the format data and the client data 
(see paragraphs 0043 and 0050-0052). 



examiner should be directed to Jacob F. Betit whose telephone number is (571) 272-4075. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday 9:30 am to 5:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Charles Rones can be reached on (571) 272-4085. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 



Conclusion 



7. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 



jfb 



13 Mar 2007 




SAM RIMELL 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 



